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The town of Elberfeld in Western Prussia has given a new word 
to the nomenclature of charities. Wherever the " Elberfeld system" 
has been introduced the number of dependents and the cost of sup- 
porting them has decreased, and the causes of this result seem to be 
almost wholly commendable. The system is based upon the idea of 
the individualization of cases, a large number of visitors being em- 
ployed, so that one visitor is never required to take charge of more 
than four cases. The most reliable statistics of urban poor relief 
come from cities where this method has been adopted, because a much 
larger fund of definite information is there collected. In Leipzig each 
dependent has a small record book devoted especially to his case, 
which contains among other matters the answers to thirty-two questions 
respecting his origin, means of support, relations, etc. The system 
was introduced in Leipzig in 1881, and in five years the number of 
out-door paupers was reduced from 14,575 to 9,277, though during 
the time the population of the city increased more than 20,000. 

The classification of dependents according as the relief given is con- 
tinuous or temporary is useful, as it is often found that while the num- 
ber of all who receive relief decreases the proportion of those receiv- 
ing continuous relief increases. The Germans also divide dependents 
into those who are helped because of their own needs (Selbstunter- 
stutzte), and those who receive help on account of their families (Mi- 
lunterstiltzte). A much larger proportion of the public poor relief in 
Germany is given to the poor in their own homes than with us, an 
economy made possible by better administrative methods. 

In conclusion, it may be said that if the proof-reader has been as 
Careless regarding the statistical tables inserted by M. Grad as in 
the correction of the German sentences used one ought not to base 
important conclusions on them without verification. 

A. G. Waener. 



PRISON STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 1880. 



In the discussion upon the paper, published in No. 7, President 
Walker suggested that the unfavorable showing of the foreign born 
element might perhaps be more apparent than real. Among the for- 
eign born the number of children is insignificant, and hence the table 
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presented compares a grown up population with one containing all 
age classes, and especially strong in children. Actin.g upon this sug- 
gestion a more minute examination of the question was made, result- 
ing in the following table : — 
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Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

" Reformatory 

Connecticut 

New York, Sing Sing,. . 

" Auburn 

" Clinton 

Pennsylvania, Eastern. 
" Western. 

New Jersey 

Ohio 

Indiana, North 

" South 

Illinois, Joliet 

" Chester 

Michigan 
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22.34 
29.57 
22.34 
29.37 
22.44 
23.26 
28.11 
26.04 
25.00 
23.92 
22.93 
28.72 

9.57 
11.11 

6.31 
25.23 

7.96 
31.55 



11.19 

15.38 
14.29 



24.44 

35.75 

22.96 

30.90 
21.24 

13.32 

32.35 
36.08 



Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

Colorado 

Nevada 

California, San Quentin 
*' Folsoni.. . 

Maryland 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

Tennessee 

North Carolina 

South Carolina. 

Alabama 

Texas 



o g 
■gl 



28.44 
28.97 
9.49 

23.42 

25.43 

33.33 

40.01 

39.43 

6.93 

1.34 

1.72 

1.83 

.95 
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51.69 
55.05 
18.76 

31.27 

27.48 
44.02 

35.89 

15.33 
2.13 

5.93 

2.46 

.65 



We give here the percentage of foreign born prisoners as shown in 
Table III, and also that of the foreign born in the male population 
over 18 years of age, that is, in that part of the population from 
which the convict ranks are recruited, omitting the small number of 
female prisoners. We must frankly confess that the comparison 
points to very different conclusions from those noted in the text. In 
the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and California the 
foreign born make a worse showing than the native. In a great num- 
ber of cases, notably Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee, 
we notice hardly any difference. Elsewhere the showing is decidedly 
in favor of the foreign born, and nowhere more strongly than in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, as shown even by the former tables. In 
many of these cases the age relations will probably explain many 
differences. Remembering that the prison population is made up 
more strongly from the age class 18-30 than from others, it will be 
seen how the foreign born, if less strong in this class than the native, 
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would make a better general showing. The problems are more com- 
plex than would appear at first sight, and it is here indicated that the 
data require delicate treatment. 

Roland P. Falknee. 



THE MECHANISM OF STATISTICS. 



The Journal of the Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland 
for August, 1889, contains an article covering 26 pages upon The 
Mechanism of Statistics. It was originally read before the above- 
named society by the author, Robert E. Matheson, Esq., Assistant 
Registrar-General. 

Mr. Matheson in his general remarks relating to the statistical pro- 
cesses in use in the office in which he is Secretary says truthfully, 
" we can best learn our deficiencies by comparison with our neigh- 
bors, and in studying the statistical reports of other countries we may 
find many things in which we are lacking." 

The United States has a record in statistical science in keeping 
with its unexampled progress in other lines, but the older European 
countries have organized, fostered, and expanded statistical inquiry 
and publication in a most marked degree. In all this work the me- 
chanism or practical feature of statistics has performed its part, and 
this paper gives an opportunity to compare statistical methods in this 
country with those used in the office with which Mr. Matheson is 
connected. 

Chapter I relates to the collection of information which, as in 
this country, is obtained from permanent records kept by government 
offices ; from oral information given to officers or agents, and, as in the 
case of the Irish census, by information furnished in writing by the 
public. This latter plan was tried in the Massachusetts State Cen- 
sus of 1875, but, probably from being the first time, it was not a 
marked success, and was not resorted to in 1885. The plan has 
never been followed in any United States Census of population, the 
enumerators always filling in the schedules themselves. As regards 
the blind, deaf, insane, etc., the usual plan in this country is to record 
the general fact upon the general schedule and obtain the complete 
information upon what is called a "special schedule." In Ireland this 



